T 


HE 


RELIGIOUS |. 


AND 


LITERARY REPOSITORY. 








EDITED BY A SOCIETY OF LAYMEN, MEMBERS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


—- s 











NO. 7.] 














TERMS: 


* 
The Repository is paaer twice a month, at Two 
Dollars per annum--Payable in advances 





PRIN VED Bi J. GREEN, 





Of Faith without Obedience.—As 
for him, says Jones of Nayland, 
who is convinced that God is wiser 
than himself; who believes as he 
ought, and as the church of Christ 
has given him an example from the 
beginning. his danger lies on the 
other side; and while F venture to 
give him warning of it, Z beseech 
him to suffer the word of exhortation, 
and to take in good part, the fatti- 
ful wounds of a friend. Let him 
take care then, that while he values 
his orthodoxy, he be not. Jed .una- 
wares to overvalue it, by drawing 
false conclusions from it, and con- 
ceiting himself to be alr ady perfect. 
If he knows and believes in the true 
God, he doth wells but let not that 
which is an honour to him, be ar 
encouragement to dishonour God. 
the knowledge of whom will only 
serve to increase our condenination, 
if we live in any lust of concupis- 
cence, even as the Gentiles who knew 
him not. And though it be the faith 
of a christian, and not his morality, 
that distinguishes him from the rest 
of mankind; yet that foith must ap- 
pear in the conduct of his lifes eyen 
as love to a friend is best witnessed: 
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It is true the service. is not the love, 


nor of equal value with it, yet the 
love that refuses the service, will be 
accounted as nothing. The myste- 
aith is an inyaluable treasure ¢ 
wat the vessel that.contains it, must 
be clean and ‘undefiled; it must be 
held in a pure conscience; as the man- 
na, that glorious symbo! of the word 
of faith, preached to us by the Gos- 


jpel, was confined to. the T'aberna- 


cle, and preserved in a vessel of 
gold. A mind that is conformed to 
this worldy:and given up to its plea- 
sures, though if repeat the creed, 
Without questioning a single article 
of it, willbe. abhorred in the sight 
of God, a8 a vessel unfit for the 
masiegs uses and unworthy, because 
luapaadlired? to stand in “the Most 
Holy Place. Itis the great excel- 
lerice of faith, that it can produce | 
such a transformation in the life and 
manners.as, no other principle has. 
any power te do, and many..are 
possessed of, this truth, without ap- 
plying it te ‘ othown adyaut 
is to be feared. that'a consciousness 
of this damps their zeal, and creates. 
that poor pitiful cowardly indiffer- 
ence, so much in vogue; which if it 
had sot by accident, found the name 
of charity, would have been asham- 
jed to: show its face ina christian 
country. They are cold, and back- 
ward | iepridete any religious con- 
versation; they will not appear to 
be in earnest abeut the faith, in the 









by a readiness to do him servicéteyes of the world, lest they should 
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be forced to abridge somewhat from 
f the gaiety of their lives, and to live 
¢ as they speak. But let them re- 
member, that without holiness, no 
man shall sce the Lord; no Cross or 
impurity in this world would be 
suifered to continue in his sight. 
And in: this, he is no hard master, 
reaping, Where he hath not sown, 
, and requiring the fruit of gagd 
works, without giving us streng#h 
and ability to bring them forth. He 
has provided for us the precious 
blood of the Lamb, and offered us 
the assistance of his Holy Spirit, 
that we may be enabled to serve 
that living God, in whom we lelieve. 
If we are purged by him, we shall 
be cleans if he washes us we shall be 
whiler than snow; and when the 
kingdom of God siiall come, and 
his glory shall appear, we shall be 
prepared to behold his face in right- 
COUuSNeSS. 


Bishop Horne. Of Consctence.— 
Ler us not forget, that although 
our Lord walketh not upon earth to 
teach and reprove, as formeriy he 
did in the flesh, yet hath he placed 
in every breast a representative of 
himself, to sit in Judgment to con- 
demn or to absolve. Conscience 1s 
always present, standing by and 
taking an account of our preceed- 
ings, when we think net of it. 
Great endeavours are used to buy 
off and silence this witness. dlall 
the pleasures and amusements of the 
world are invented and followed, 
only to drug it, and lay it asleep. 
And for a time they seem to have 
the desired eff-ct. Old sins appear 
to be gone and forgotten. While 
health and prosperity last, the man 
goes on smoothly, saying «surely 
the bitterness of death is” past,’ 
till at Jength the [ton is rensed, and 
fet loose upon him, the muster of | 





Extract from Bishop Porteus’ Charge. 


vengeance scizeth him, and «hew- 
eth him in pieces,” when the word 
is given from above. Such a word 
was that of Christ to the Pharisees, 
(8 John,) which could not have af- 
fected them, if conscience had not 
heard and understood it. Awaken- 
ed by the sound, it started from its 
slumbers, and, as ihe officers of jus- 
tice, appreliended them when they 
least exnected it. Self-accused, self- 
condemned, they gaveup all. Great 
indeed is the power of conscience, 
When once it is set to work by him, 
who planted it in the bosom of man. 
Noting can withstand it. From 
the moment it is alarmed. and be- 
gins to shew aman himself, it will 
find him so much employment, that 
he will have little leisure, and less 
inclination, to turn accuser of his 
brethren, or to dwell upon and ag- 
gravate their offences. . 


—_—— -— 


[The remarks which will be sub- 
joined, are copied from a charge 
delivered by Bishop Portens, to 
the clergy of his Diocess. Surely 
they merit the serious attention of 
the clergy of our church. Some of 
them are addressed to those who 
have taken charge of more than 
one parish, or of a parish in which 
there is more than one place of 


worship. | 


Where the parishes, says the Bi- 
shop, are so near each other, that 
the congregations not only mays 
but actually do go from one church 
to the other, there perhaps service 
once a day, in each, may be suffi- 
cient. But where this is not the 


case, It appears to me highly neces- 
sary that cach parish should be call- 
ed to public worship, as the canons, 
the liturgy, and the rubric evidently 
require, both morning and evening. 











Unless this is done, the service is 
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incomplete; there will be one half of 
the day totally unoccupied by reli 

gious duties, and if it Is not em- 
ployed in them, it will be employed, 
I fear, ina very different manner. 
It is too much to be spared from 
that sacred day, the whole of which, 
even Where most religiously observ- 
ed, is hardly suificient to counteract 
the bad impressions of the other 
six days of the week. Qn the due 
observance of this day, and the ap- 
propriation of a large poriton of it 
to sacred purposes, I am convinced, 
the very existence of religion de- 
pends. We cannot therefore, be- 

stow too much time and pains in 


keeping up to the utmost, the spirit) 


of that divine institution; we Can- 
not rescue too much of it from the 
growing encroachments of worldly 
business and worldly pleasures. 
Some exertions. rather more than 
common, are necessary to awaken 
in the people that sense of duty and 
ardour of devotion, Which seem al- 
most extinguished in their breasts. 
{un many places scarce any of them, 
can be prevailed on to attend the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or 


send their children to be instructed | 


in the catechism. Yet nothing is 
more certain, than that they are 
both of them duties of the very 
highest importance. Wiat then is 
to be done? Shall we entirely give 
up these great points, or shail we 
not rather redouble our career 
and assiduity in pressing the indis- 


pensible necessity of them upon the | 


ininds of the people, and even cail 
in to our aid every expedient that 
seems likely to attract notice and 
fix their attention? Now there are 
two things which appear to me to 
be extremely well calculated for 
this purpose; the first is a regular 
course of lectures on the church ca- 
techism; the other is the institution 
of Sunday Schools. 














The former may be given in 
country parishes during the summer 
months, in that part of the day 
when there ts no serinon. In oth- 
er places it may fora part of the 
winter, be substituted in the room 
of the afternoon sermon, 

Such a practice will, [know from 
experience, be attended with the 
very best effects. It will give an 
opportunity of tnstructing not only 
the children, but many grown peo- 
ple, in the princ _ af the chris- 
tian religion, of which they are, In 
ene al, most ¢ deplorably ignorant, 
And this being done methodically 
and systematically, and with refer. 
ence to the church catechism, which 
they all have in their hands, will 
make a strong and lively impression 
on their memories and their minds. 
More particularly in the course of 
it, the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper may be more minutely, and 
familiarly and = distinctly explain- 
ed, than in any other way, and 
the absolute necessity of it may be 
repeatedly and powerfully enforced. 
This, added to sermons and private 
exhortation, will in the end have 
the effect of exciting a greater re- 
gard to this sacred ordinance. And 
these voluntary exertions of yours 
will please and conciliate the good 
will and affections of your people; 
wili convince them that you are real- 
ly interested in their welfare, will 
awaken the same sense of duty in 
them, that they observe in you, and 
will render them more regular and 
punctual ” their attendance, both on 
the Lori’s Supper, and every other 
part ef Divine Service. 

But on the rising generation you 
may make still deeper and more 
lasting impressions, and that prin- 
cipally by the second thing I recom- 

















mended ‘to yous the institution of 





Sunday Schools. ‘The objections 
‘made to them are found, on trial, to 
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be perfectly frivolous and ground- 


less. In aimost every parish. es- 
pecially the larger ones, there 


are hundreds of ignorant wreiched 
young creatures of both sexes. to- 
tatiy destitute of all education, tvtal- 
ly unacquainted with the very first 
elements of religion, and who per- 
haps never once entered within the 
walls of a church. Nothing willl: 
more effectually serve the cause of 
religion and good morals. than 
yaisiug ep a race of young people, 
who have been early, and carefully 
and diligently instructed, in the ru- 
diments of christianity; who have 
been trained up froma thor very in- 
fancy, in the habit of attending tie 
house of God; wi:o are strongly 
impressed with a reverence for all 
its sacred ordinances, and have been 
accustomed to spend the greatest 
part of the Lerid’s day retigiousiy, 
seriously anc devoutly. When once 
a young successivu of this kind has 
been brought up, wider your own 
hands, I will venture, without the 
least hesitation, to predict, that you 
will see a most happy chaage in the 
appearance of your con srerations, 
aud the deportment of your pa- 
rishionerss that you will see your 
churches crowded with worshippers, 
and your altars with communicants. 

There is a circumstance which 
has, [ own, given me peculiar piea- 


sure, and that is the mach greater 
degree of attention whieh candi- 


dates for orders, in this diocess, have 
lately paid to their studies, and to 
their preparation for that sacred 
office, than they formerly cid. This 
improvement scems to have arisen 
rom Various causes; among which | 
think may be numbered, the direc 
tions that have been given them 


respecting the general course of 
their preparatory studics, the great- 

er length of time afforded them for 
their stt idtes, and their attendance 


'3 see 
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Advice to Persons in Affliction. 


on the public lectures in theology, 
given by the learned professors of 
divinity in our universities, which I 
have for some time past required. 
[ take this opportunity of declaring, 
in this public manner, that I shall 
hereafter consider an attendance on 
those academical lectures, and a 
certificate of such attendance, as 

in essential qualification for sacred 
orders. 


Advice to Persons in Affliction. 


Pause and think, especially on 
death and eternity. «Consider your 
wavs.” “now that God wall bring 
thee to judgment.” Pray ther efore 
fo: divine teaching and help. «Teach 
inc thy way, O Lord!” eT hat waich 


e not, teach thou me.” 


Be thankful that there is yet roora 
for heoe. ‘Jesus Christ came to 
save the chief of sinners.” Think 
on tie promises to repentance, con- 
fession and hu:nitiation, and the in- 
stances of their acceptance and ef- 
such ss the conversion of 

persecutor Paul, and read 
with attention 9 Acts; of the gaoler 
at Philippi, (16 Acts 25 to 353) and 
of the once protiigate, but after- 
wards holy Covinthians—See 1 Cor. 
6, 9, 10, Ll. 


Break off ali your sins, and prac- 
tice the duties which you have neg- 


lected, especially secret prayer. 
Mgake no delay. Read 19 Luke 42 


Heb. 7. 


When oppressed with doubts and 
fears, examine whence they arise, 
swhy art thou cast down, O my 
soul, and why art thou disquicted 
within me.” 


and 3 


Believe the mercy, and promises 
of God. Meditate on 57 Isaiah 15, 
24 Luke 47, Psalm 77, 8, 9 and 
10th verses. 27 Psalm 14, 22 Job, 
21.5 Mat. 4, 
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Hints on Public Worship. 101 


Reflect that our Lord has said, 
6 John 37. «Him that cometh to 
me { will in no wise cast out.” 
Wait on God for comiort. 

When under dejection of mind, 
or despair, examine the true cause 
of this. Is it from any sin former- 
ly committed, or from an anxiety 
about your present state? Consult 
some faithful friend, able to give 
you proper advice. Put your trust 
in God. ‘Take comfort in the riches 
of his mercy—2 Ephes. 7. In the 
mcrits of Christ’s blood 1 Ep. John 
1, 7, in the promise to penifents. 


see 8 Acts 19. end in the instances of 


the greatest sinners 2 Chronicles ch. 
33, 12 and 15 verses. 

Above ail, never leave off chris- 
tian ordinances, as public worship. 
and especially omit not secret pray- 
er—5 James 13. Plead with God 
the promise—50 Psalm 15, 

You may be as blameable in 
thinking too ul of yourself as in 
thinking too well. You should, for 
the ome of God, the credit 
religion, and your ewn comfort, 
strive against despair, which must 
be groundless, because God is ready 
to pardon you upen your sincere 
repentance, and it is wickedness, 
inasmuch as it denies the power and 
will of God, to fulfil his promises. 
Meditate frequently on the compas- 
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Read 12 Biat. 20. 61 Isaigyas. 2 
Peter, 5 chap. 9 verse. 

A person may as well expect to 


live without breath, as without pray-|of one own church, «which are able 


er. ‘This is the foundation duty. 
and all other duties depend upon it. 
If you doubt, whether your prayers 
will be acceptable to God, do not 
cease to pray, but pray for grace to 
enable you to pray ac ceptably. At 


. 


the conclusion of your prayers, il 


can never be improper to add the 
important words of the Apestle, 2 


o~ 


Cor. ch. 13, verse 14, which con- 








ltain a summary of all the inestima- 


ble blessings which you have been 
imploring, and of all which consti- 
tute the happiness of the christian. 





From Bints on Public Worship. 


Let the churchman remember that 
the prayers which ie uses, are not 
vew. ‘They are, for the most part, 
taken from liturgies still remaining, 
that were in use before Popery had 
corrupted the church. Let him 
compare the langaage of his Prayer 
Book with that ‘of <i Bible, and he 
will find that his liturgy is scriptu- 
cal, the language of the Holy Ghost 
being often used, and “the mind of 
the Spirit” being always expressed, 
if truth, humility, and spirituality, 
be the grand requisites to public 
an‘ private devotion, where will he 
find a larger expression of them 
than in the book of common prayer? 
ft may be said that the liturgy is 
the word of God converted into de- 
votional exercises. Let the humble 
penitent compare the feelings and 
‘lesires of his heart with what he 
finds in his Prayer Book, and he 
will see them there expressed with 
a simplicity and energy which were 
never equalied. Let him pray the 
prayers of his Prayer Book, and he 
will need to ask for nothing more. 

My brother churchman, ¢I com. 
inend you and myself to God and 
to the word of his grace,” and [ may 
add without offence, toe the prayers 


to build us up and to give us an ine 
heritance among all thei that are 
sanctified through faith in Christ.” 
God grant that after we have united 
through life in the devotions of the 
church on Earth, we may join in 
those of Heaven; and ‘with angels 
and archangels, and all the compa. 
ny of heaven laud and magnify his 


glorious name, evermore praising 
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102 Rennell on 
him and saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and 
Karth are full of ihy glory: glory be 
to thee, O Lord, most High.” 


t meeistinateted 1 
—-- ee 


From the Faith and Practice of a 
Churchman. 


IT axt very scrupulous of leaving 
my own for any other church or 
congregation. For the thus run- 
ning to other churches, generally 
argues a vanity of mind; it is often 
the mother of schism and faction, 
and rather tends to advance popu- 
larity than true religion; it gives a 
very bad example; it discourageth 
my own congregation, and I do not 
think it is so fi kely to have a bless- 
ing fron God. For God will give 


his blessing tous, where he himself 


hath placed us, and in regular ways, 
he being the God of order aud not 
of confusion. And I am sure, I 
have at least as good prayers, and 
the word of God itself as pure, as 1 
can find it in any other church. 
And though if is possible to hear a 
neater and more eiegant sermon 
there, yet I do net think there is so 
much religion, properly so called, 
in hearing sermons, they being not 
so much in reference to God, as to 
ourselves, and for our own benefit: 
I say, besides this, if at my return 
home from such a sermon, LI sit 
down and consider what L have 
gotten by my wandering, IT shall 
find that rather my curiosity and 
fancy are gratified, than piety and 
devotion advanced in me, and that | 
am rather pleased than instructed, 
or made either wiser or better. 


I always contrive to get to cliurch 
before prayers begin, both to show 
my willingness and desire to wor- 
ship God, and lest I miss any part 
of service, especially the first part, 
in which there is the confession, the 





Scepticism. 


absolution, and the Lord’s Prayer; 
and also, that by my coming a little 
before prayers begin, | may have 
sometime to prepare myself for what 
I am going to do, 

In the first place, I fall down 
upon my knees to thank God for 
all his mercies, and particularly for 
this other opportunity of appearing 
before him; beseeching him to give 
a blessing on all the congregation, 
as well as myself; that he will as- 
sist us in what we are about to do, 
amd accept of what we shall do; 
pardoning our infirmities, and doing 
for ourselves, our church and na- 
tion, abundantly more than we are 
able to ask or think, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ who died for us. 

At prayers [ never sil, but kneel, 
that being the lowbest posture, and 
L cannot. carry uyself too lowly, 
when I speak to the Great Majesty 
of Heaven and Earth. 

It is the same thing to me whether 
the parson reads his sermon, or 
preaches it without reading; altho’ 
I must needs say, there is hardly 
any one man in the world but will 
speak better and more useful sense 
premeditately, than eatempore; and 
though he that speaks extempore, 
may speak with mere heat, yet he 
that writes down what he says, is 
likely to speak with more consisten- 
ey. IL am taught to mind always 
re of the sermon, rather than 
the “Moise and tone with which it is 
spoken. and f desire rather to have 
my reason convinced, and judgment 
informed, than my passions and af- 
fections raised by the most eloquent 
and pathetic Aarangue. 
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Renucil ou Scepticism. 
No. 5. 
Pride—Tur second moral cause 
which gives a sceptical disposition 
.o the mind, 
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Rennell on Scepticism. 


Of all the affections of our moral 
frame, pride is the most extensive 
in its degree, and the most varied 
in its operation; it acts differently 
upon different tempers, and is com- 
hined with feelings and habits ap- 
parently the most opposite. But 
however complicated in its connec- 
tions. and diversified in its symp 
toms, the passion is still the same. 

In our common intercourse with 
the world we see the action of this 
principle, in exalting man, in his 
own estimation, above his proper 
levels we see the fantastic notions 
which it inspires him of himself. 
and the false views which it presents 
to him of lus relations with others. 
But if such is the delusion and mist 
in Which he is involved with respect 
to those persons and things imme- 
diately surrounding him; and in the 
midst of so many events to regulate 
his judgement, and to correct his 
error, can we wonder, if in the cs- 
timate he forms of relations yet 
more distant, and of a being far re- 
moved, the same erroneous princi- 
ple shall accompany and direct him? 

The darling desire of the human 
mind is to be independent upon God, 
Man the Lord of the creation, 
would acknowledge no other light 
but that of his own understanding; 
no other law but that of his own 
will; no other tribunal but that of 
his own heart. It is not hoy 
so much to the simple s 
dence of a Superior Being, t 
he would object, as to tlie power of 
punishment which such a Being 
must finally possess. his is the 
obstacle which Our proud malure cun- 
not surmount, this is the degradation 
to which it cannot submit. Nor is 
this the feeling only of the licen- 
tious or of the profligate, but some- 
times even of those, whose lives are 
as little stained with acts of positive 
vice, as human frailty can allow. 
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There is a pride which Jeads us on- 
ward to scepticism, hy its specula- 
tions on the perfectibility of human 
nature, and even by the conscious. 
ness of our own comparative pure 
ty. A pride which would conceal 
the necessary infirmities of our 
@llen nature, first from the creature 
and then from the Creator; a pride 
which would tempt us fo vegret any 
and every system of religion, under 
which we find that for our offences, 
be they what they may, we must be 
called to an account. 

But if there be a pride in human 
virtue, there is a pride also in hu- 
man vice. ‘The dignity of human 
nature is violated by sensual indul- 
gence. Where pride then is a ruling 
passion in the mind, some indemnity 
is required against the degradation 
which it has undergone. [tis upon 
this principle of indemnification that 
Insolence and sensuality so often 
accompany and support each other. 
But strongly as this principle ope- 
rates in our tutercourse with men, 
it acts with still strenger force 
when applied to God. Disobedience 


iste be justified by rebellion, and 


lhe sprit which was tea weak to op- 
pose the act of vice, thinks to vindi- 
cate its strength by resisting its con- 
Seq ences. 

Of ail the eminences to which 
our ambition could aspire, that of 
scepticism is, in its ascent, the most 
contemptibly casy. It is but to in- 
sinuate a few trite and guarded ob- 
jections; it is but to scatter a few 
stale and siolen sarcasms, and the 
sceptic is at the very height of his 
hopes, and has reached the very 
summit of his ambition. He consi- 
ders himself separated from the 
herd of mankind, and emancipated 
from all vulgar prejudices: Jf a 
teacher, he is the idol of his litile 
school; if a hearer, he is one of the 
enlightened few; and finally, though 
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sceptical on the attributes of God, 
he is fully confident in the superio- 
rity of his own. 

Men are apt to flatter themselves 
that general scepticism:+is the sign 
of a powerful and original mind, 


and that where there is doubt, — 


is also depth. But as a wise an 

vigorous plan of action is not to be 
defe ated by trifling accidents, so 
neiiher is a strong Grd masterly wr- 
derstanding to be perplexed by paltry 
doubts. Scepticism is no more the 
sign of intellectual strength than 
credulity. Tey are beth equally 
qimical to truth, and are the charac- 
teristics alike of a man unable to 
judge for himself. 

There is another feeling of hu-|« 
man pride, which in the days of our 
youth, our health and our strength, 
is especially predominant. Entrust- 
ed as we are with the faculties 








in the awful words of revelation to 
his soul. «Thou sayest I am rich, 
and increased wit goods, and have 
need of nothing, and kiowest not 
that thou art wretc'ied, and niisera. 
ble, and poor, and blind and naked,” 
And this isa veice, which white it 
peaks in truth, gs heard with terror, 

Vhen the dreams of a man’s proud 
youth are past, wien the season of his 
gaiety and spirit ave fied, wen all 
tie sad reaitties of tife crowd in 
upon him, tien it is that he sees how 
jreit and hefpless a being he is; how 
ail the visions «f his fancy have va- 
nished; how full of disappoiniment is 
the past; how darn, yet how alarming 
: the es vee hen it js that the 

lisease has worked its remedy, — 
pride “i 1s contributed to its own fall. 
In such a temper of mint, the gos- 
pel is ofien received; fess perhaps 


oll jrom any particular argument in ils 


our minds, and our bodies at our Jevour, than frou as general ten- 


own disposal, endowed with 
means of improving them at our 
will, and rewarded with the full 
produce of our improvements, we 
identify all these powers with the 
nature in which they reside, and 
conceive ourselves as principals, 
not instruments, in their exercise. 
From this mistaken view of our ta- 
lenis, and their origin, we travel on- 
wards, until we come to an absolute 
rejection ef all that would interfere 
with their high prerogatives. The 
Hight which reason affords, we proud- 
ly consider as fully suflicient for 
every purpose both of action and 
information. Long before we come 
to the proof, we close our eyes against 
the notion either of a Providence or 
of a Revelation. "The creature wouid 
disown the Creator, man would be 
independent upon God. 

Yet how, to the most proud and 
haughty spirit among us, does the 
experience of common life, and the 
deductions of his very reason, speak 


the, 


dency to give satisfaction and coim- 
jort wher every other source has ul- 
teriy failed. 

jiappy indeed, it is for a man, 
When the disease shall have taken 
so providential a turn. There ay 
be a fascinating elevation in the first 
draught of infidelity, but the dregs 
are spiritiess Gnd bitier. There are 
afew cases, aid we hope they are 
but few, where the same pride of 
human independence and talent, 
Whiciwin the season of youth gene- 
nce and conceif, in the 
age has sunk into spleen, 
disappdintment « ind misery. Doubts 
and jears succeed each other in drea- 
ry and desperate succession. Peevish 
irritation ili concealed under the 
cloak of affected philosophy, too sure- 
ly mark an arrogant and a visiona- 
ry independence, wounded by ap- 
proaching realiiy. A stronger prac- 
tical argument for the gospel could 
not be adduced, than the chamber of 











an aged and a sinking sceptté. 
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Duties of 


Could the proud and independent | 
sceptic be once induced te view him- 
self, and all around him, in the co- 
lours which they must soon put on, 
and to estimate all that this world 
can afford, according to its just 
value, his mind would be soon sub- 
dued intoa manly and effective be- 
lief; and reason Which is now exalt. 
ed as the enemy of revelation, 
would then become its brightest or- 
nament and its surest ally. 


Duties of Vestrymen. 
No. 4. } 


AMmonG the duties of Vestrymen., 
and a most important one it is too, 
is that of electing every year a 
Delegate to the Convention. 

It concerns all who are fricnds 
to the Church, that the Vestries, 
when they are about to execute this 





Vestrymen. 105 
ligion, and to build up the Church 
upon its ancient foundations. Above 
all, he must guard against surren- 
dering himself a tool to any man, 
who may wish, by flattery or man- 
agement, to make one of nim. 

A great object with him ought to 
be, to promote peace and harmony 
in the Church; to discountenance 
every attempt to introduce dis- 
cord, insubordination and misrule; 
to frown upon and repress every 
aspiring and intriguing character, 
and to resist every plan, calculated 


‘to induce an opinion, that in the 


Church, crimes are overlooked, and 
criminals held in honour. Against 
every thing like intrigue Le must be 
careful to guard himself; and he is 
to be governed by the dictates of 
his own conscience, and a steady 
regard to the welfare of the Church. 

In the choice of officers he is also 





duty, should reflect upon the nature |to be careful, to endeavour to dis- 


of it, and should endeavour to se- 
lect, either from among themselves, 


cover the best qualified and most 
wortiiy, and especially in the selec- 





or the parishioners generally, a man 
willing to serve, and competent to 
serve in that character. ‘Lhe state | 
of the Church is to pass in review 
before him; and upon him, and those 
associated with him, we are to de- 
pend for such regulations as may be 
calculated to do good to, and to 
ward off evil from the Church. 

He ought, unquestionably, to bea 
man Well acquainted with, and at- 
tached to its constitution and its pe- 


culiarities—a man hostile to any | 


innovations in its ductrines or its 
modes—not given to change from 
the love of change, and unwilling 
to disregard the lessons of exper- 

ence, and to be led away by wild, 
because they are plausible, theories. 
He is to take care, before he decide 
upon any measure proposed to him, 
to consider it well, its claims to his 
support, and whether it. be calculat- 


‘tion of a standing committee, to 
desire the appointment of those who 
are in every respect best able to be 
e council of advice to the Bishop, 
and most faithfal, impartial, unwa- 
vering, and independen, in the dis- 
charge of the delicate and momen- 
tous duties confided to that bodys 
men of learning and piety, actively 
devoted to the ministerial duties in 
that station in which they are plac- 
ed; men not covetous of honours, 
and more ready to do the duties, 
when appointed, than to obtain the 
appointment. We insist the more 
upon this, because it is notorious, 
that men have been appointed every 
way unqualified, and none could 
icll how the election of them was 
managed; men have been appointed 
who were designedly not put in 
nomination. 

Men indeed well qualified, ought 
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represent them in the councils of 
the Church; and they ought to feel 
it their duty to the Church to serve. 
When such men are selected, we 
have reason to hope and to expect. 
that its concerns will be managed 
with prudence, temper and judg- 
ment. It is recorded in Church 
history, and is a source of deep la- 
mentation to the christian, and of 
some degree of exultation to the 
enemies of religion, that ecclesias- 
tical assemblics are often places of 
confusion, contention and intrigue; 
that there are often to be found in 
them men, more 
exaltation, than for the good of the 
Church. 

Surely these things ought not to 
be; and surely in the councils of 
our Church, of which the Laity form 
the larger part, it must be a re- 
proach to them, that such charges 
shoul] be well grounded. ‘They, 
even if they were without any other 
support. lave the power, and it ts 
their duty to prevent if. Bat in 
every aticimpt to check and defeat 
any schemes of ambition, they may 
rely upon the cordial support. of 
oihers—of those of the clergy who 
indeed deplore the evil, but yet are 
unfitted by their habits and character, 
for making an active opposition to it. 

We conclude with this remark— 
much, very much indeed, depends 
upon the piety, learning. and exer- 
tions of the clergy, within the res- 
pective parishes, and upon their 
sound judgment and caution in the 
councils of the Church. Yet we are 
not now to be informed, that the 
Church must, under God, owe much 


of its prosperity and peace to a| 


vigilant, zealous, judicious, and in- 
telligent Laity. 


Resolution by the Convention. 


Tue following resolution was 


anxious for self 











Resolution of the Convention. 


meetings it is a very important one, 
and we hope it will be generally 
complied with by the several Ves- 
tries in this Diocess. 

‘WHEREAS it is deemed essential 
to the interest of the church, that 
information should, from year to 
year, be furnished to the conven- 
tion, respecting the state of each 
parish, the amount of its funds, and 
the number and condition of its 
places of worship, for the purpose 
of ensuring the co-operation of all 
the clergy in the advancement of 
religion; and more especially that 
the bishop may have an accurate 
knowledge of the wants of each 
parish, and may be enabled to ad- 
vise a proper location of ministers, 

And whereas an incorporated 
statement of the condition of all the 
parishes, published from time to 
time on the journals of the conven- 
tion, might give useful information 
to the different sections of the dto- 
cess; might excite the several ves- 
tries to a more vigilant attention to 
the interests of their parishes, and 
occasionally instruct them in the 
most prudent and judicious method 
of managing their finances, 

Therefore Resolved, That it be 
recommended to every vestry in 
this diocess, to make known annual- 
ly. by a report to the convention 
through the lay-delegate, the genc- 
‘al situation of the parish to which 
they belong; the number of their 
houses of worship, the condition of 
those houses, and the number of fa- 
milies attending each; the state of 
their funds, whether dependent on 
subscription, or arising from land 
or money or otber property; if they 
have a minister, what salary they 
give him, or if their parish be va- 
cant, what salary they are able to 
offer; and in gencral, every circum- 
stance which may tend to throw 


passed by the Convention at its last light on the situation of the parish. 
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Dr, Jorion—On the Text, «By Grace | 


ye are Saved.” 

These words, and some other 
places of scripture of the same kind, 
have been misunderstopd by those 
who suppose, that all men are by 
nature irresistibly led to evil; that 
God selects some of them to be the 
happy objects of his care and fa- 
vour, that he bestows upon them his 





to which the receiver has no claim. 
All our powers and faculties are the 
free gift of God, and every addi- 
tional sufficiency and = assistance, 
every revealed method of obtaining 
religious wisdom, every new motive 
and virtue, and dissuasive from 
vice, every direction and guidance 
in the way of life, wholly proceeds 
from the same liberality. One of 


grace and assistance, which they| these additional helps is the revela- 
cannot abuse or reject, and thus se-;tion of the Gospel, which is there- 
cures to them everlasting life. fure so frequently called in scrip- 
The word saved does not here|ture the grace of God, and the grace 
signify the final and complete gal- lof God which bringeth salvation. 
vation, which is obtained in Hea-|And we have moreover the assis- 
ven; but it means to be put ina rin secre of the Divine Spirit in the 
dition, in which, if we coutinuc, we! practice of our duty, suited to our 
shall be saved. Inthe same sense situation and exigencies. This is 
it is said, on the conversion of Zac- acknowledged by those christians 
cheus. «his day salvation is come} who are the warinest advocates for 
to this house;” and in another place, ‘human liberty. How then can they 
‘Baptism doth save us’—«By faith ‘be fairly charged with denying the 
ye are saved;” and again, «God | nec ‘essity of divine assistance, or 
daily added to his church not such} with representing man as able to 
as should be saved, but such as were | obtain salvation by his own strength 
saved, or such as sayed themselves.”?; and merit? No christian in his right 
The persons thus spoken of were!senses, ever held such notions as 
not then actually saved, but by em-; these, though many christians have 
bracing the Gospel, they bad chosen been accused of it by their zealous 
the way that led to salvation. adversaries; but oye eal 1s 
The word grace means not an blind, and calumny leads if about by 
irresistible nacietance, which per- | the hand, being apnointed its constant 
forms all our duty in us and for us.! gwide and ii separable companion. 
By the grace or the favour of| As to divine assistance or the or- 
God, we are said to receive a new |dinary influence of the Holy Spirit 
birth or being, and to be created inj upon the soul of man, it is not to 
Christ; but. as the Apostle adds, we be expected that we should deter- 
are created to good works, which. mine how often and upon what oc- 
God ordained that we should walk | ‘asions it is imparted, or explain 
in them, and those good works are|in what manner it is performed, be- 
so far ascribed to us, that we are/cause it cannot be distinguished 
exhorted to work out our own sal-/ from the operations of the mind it- 
vation, and a promise is made af self as every ingenuous Christian 
glory, and honour, and immortality,! will own. No one can show where 
to every one that worketh good. the action of the human Spirit ends, 
Grace is the mercy or goodness|and where the action of thie divine 
of a Superiour, not requiring all) Spirit begins, But as man Is a ra- 
that he has a right to require, orj tional creature, and as reason is 
else conferring benciits upon another, | the noblest of his faculties, we may 
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justly conclude, that the Holy Spirit 


acts upon him ina way conforma- 
ble to his nature, and principally 
by strengthening and improving his 
understanding, which will naturally 
have a good effect upon his beha- 
viour; and consequently the surest 
evidence a Christian can give ot 
having this divine assistance, is to 
reason justly, and act honestly. 


For the Repository. 

I was induced sometime ago, to 
read a little work called ©The Force 
of Trath.? written by the Reverend 
Thomas Scott of England, whose 
theological writings. L understand 
are greatly admired hy some of our 
Yivines. This little piece, is evi- 
dently written, by a divine of the 
Church too. in favour of the sys- 
tem of Calvin, and is intended to 
give us an account of the authsr’s| 
life. During the frst 
life, | Be Was 0 
speaks of himscif Hed 
might have been 
the secoud part “~ was a 
foil-blosded Caivinist, and as 
would have us believe, a real Chris- 
tian: but his re 
suffer hinself to be misled by hig 
professions, wilt discover, that i 


part of his 
Calvinist. and then 
ferms Wiic 


Senuine 


ador, 


must have been just the sort of cha- 

racter he is witling to consider him- 
svif to have been before he was con- 
verted to Calvinism. 

In the first volume of his theolo- 
gical works, page 14, he makes this 
horrid confession, speaking of his 
views in entering the Ministry. 
‘«sMy views, as far as 1 can ascer- 
tain them, were these three: A de- 
sire of a less laborious and more 
comfortable way of procuring a 
maintenance, than otherwise I had 
the prospect of—the expectation of 
more leisure to einploy in reading, 
of which I was inordinately fond, 


- just; and im | God, 
he | hid.” 
Wo he will we 


ht emned. 
this, the second part of his life. he) 


Extract. 


land a proud conceit of my abilities, 


with a vVain-gloricus inagination, 
that I should” distinguish, and ad- 
vance myself in the literar y world.” 
Here indeed, we have too much 
reason to fear, that this gentleman 
speaks the truth; a man giving tes- 
timony against himseli, is always, 
we are teld, to be believed. Wren 
he comes to speak of himself as a 
reformed man, as 2 sincere believer, 
atrue and zealous Christian, it is 
not equally sefe to credit him. Fle 
may be deceived huimself. as many 
fpoor deluded souis are—he may be 
ceceiving others, and to confess 





> himself to have been once a grievous 


sinner, | a is too well known, is the 
most effectual way of inducing the 
lien onk to zive him credit, when 
hie avows himself to be an eminent 
But whether a man, once 
Lelia deep in crime, ever truly and 
‘sincerely repented of his sins, and 
obtained forgiveness of them, can 
nue known only by that Almighty 
‘sunto whom all hearts are 
open, and from whom no secrets are 
Surely his having written 
‘much about Christianity, affords no 
evidence that he ever was a Chris- 
:'tian. A bad iman may plead a good 
Phere is much truth in the 
remarks of an excellent female wri- 
ter, «Should the preacher attempt 
to itustrate his proselyting labours, 
by telling his auditory, that from a 

ricvous sinner, le was metamor- 
sh osed tnto an eminent instrament 
of Gods glory to convert others 
from carnal security to vital reli- 
gion, & trust we shall rather feel 
disgusted at the egotism of self- 
praise, and the cffrontery of avowed 
wickedness, than induced to believe 
that we are listening to a repentant 
eter, or a miraculously converted 
Paul. Contrition weeps over its 
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crimes, and confesses them to God in 
secret; but true contrition will never 
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glory in is shame, by such a public 
contrast of its past and present life, 
as wilds to the number of its offences 
ihe sins of vanity and presumptions 
vanity in boasting of its presen: state, 
and presumption in publishing the 
iransgressious. which wifilted it for 
the office that it has assumed.” 


Gueht not the minister of religion | 
most seriously to reiiect upon the | 


awful responsibility, which he volun- 
tarily incurs, and examine, if tn- 
deed he be «truly called according 
to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and whether he be of that 
meck, peaceable, quiet, and humble 
spirit, which ought ever to be found 
in those who take upon them ¢*tiis 
office and ministration:” Ought they 
not all, by diligent study, and care- 
ful self-examination, to ascertain 
how far forth they have performed 
their solemn ordimation and vows? 

Ought not he, who is a candidate 
for orders, to think more seriously, 
and to study more diligently, than 
itis much to be feared usually is 


the case, before he supposes himself 


qualified to ‘exercise the ministry 
duly to the honour of God, and the 
edifying of the Church? And caght 
it not to be the carnest cndeavour 
of all, to use every possible pre- 
caution, against the admission into 
the ministry of any, who for want 
of talents. knowledge, sound prin- 
ciples, piety, zeal, humility, and all 
the Christian virtues, may ‘offend, 
or be the occasion that others of- 
fend?” 

Gh. what mischief, what irrepara- 
ble mischief, may be done by one 
single Clergyman, if he be unholy — 


if his object be the exaltation of 


himself, rather than the promotion 
of piety—a lover of popularity, 
rather than a lover of God—wise 
in bis own conceits. a disturber of 
the peace of the Church! Yet in 
cvery age, and in perhaps every 
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religious society, such characters 
have been found. 


A Subscriber. 


[The following remarks on fu- 
ricular Christianity, are taken from 
one of the earliest volumes of The 
Christian Observer. ] 


Philosophers have disputed con- 


cerning the residence of the soul— 


Anatomisis have differed respecting 
the seat of life—Divines have la- 
boured hard to ascertain the share 
which the understanding, the affec- 
tions and the will, respectively pos- 
sess in the cultivation and exercise 
of religious principles, 

The persons who are above allud- 
ed to, appear to have determined 
for themselves, that the life and soul 
of religion dwell in the ear, and 
that the preaching of the word of 


‘God, concerns no other part of the 


man, than the two little auditory 
organs, Which are situated on each 
side of the head. 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the 
more gross instances of this Auricu- 
lar Christianity—such as that of 
the man who goes home on the 
evening of the Sabbath, highly de- 
lighted with an excellent sermon on 


gentleness, and quarrels violently 


with his wife for some trifling error, 
or vice Versa, 

How frequently do we observe in 
those, who have even a strict and 
spiritual preacher-of God’s word, 
an earthly-mindedness, a conformie 
ty to the fashions of the world, dia- 
metrically opposed to the imstruc- 
tions which they profess to receive 
and approve! Were we to remark 


the apparent zeal and delight with 
which such persons frequent the 
sanctuary, we might conclude that 
their only anxiety was, respecting 
that house which is not made with 
hands, which is eternal in the hea- 
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vens. But did we follow these same 
persons home!!! 

With respect to domestic tem- 
pers; how frequently do the zealous 
followers of the sound of the Gos- 
pel, appear to those, who are ac- 
quainted with their daily life, as if 
they thought, with whatever ardour 


they may go abroad in pursuit of 


religious knowledge, it is perfectly 
unnecessary to bring back any 
fruits of that knowledge to their 
own houses. 

Of persons, such as these, we are 
too often compelled to pronounce, 
that while they exhibit to the world, 
and more especially to those with 
whom they associate in public wor- 
ship, the profession of disciple- 
ship, and conformity with him, who 
was meek and lowly in heart, they 
are almost Egyptian task masters 
among their servants, and altogeth- 
er morose tyrants, and passionate 
furies anong their children. The 
case of such persons is lamentable 
and dangerous. ‘Phey have an idea 
that they prove themselves such 
sound Christians, by an abundant 
hearing of God’s word on the first 
day of the week, that they may, 
with perfect impunity. pass the other 
six days in the indulgence of tem- 
pers which God hates, and in prac- 
tices which he has expressly for- 
bidden, 

—— and praise can alone 
be delightful ta the worshipper, 
when they issue from a prepared 
heart; where. as a hearer of a ser- 
mon, may be delighted through no 
other cause than the preacher’s elo- 
quence, and attracted to a zealous 
attendance at Church, by no better 
motive than the preacher’s popu- 
Jarity. It may be confidently as- 
serted, that he who feels little or no 
interest in the service of our Church, 


till the preacher has ascended the 
pulpit, has awful reason to suspect. 
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that he has not brought with him a 
tightly disposed mind, and to fear 
that he will not carry away with 
him an edified understanding. ‘Those 
who limit the occupation of the 
Lord’s day to the heariug of ser. 
mons, should be reminded that there 
will be no preaching in Heaven. 
The persons, whom this essay is 
designed to admonish, are requested 
to consider, how they mutilate the 
plan of the Gospel, and dishonour 
the authority of its Divine Author, 
who live as if they supposed that 
the command which says, «he that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear,” 
contains exclusively the whole sum 
and substance of Christianity. 
[=n 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the use of Reason in Matters of 
Religion. 
(Continued from page 93.) 


He bids you distrust all those who 
deny human reason, But, it you 
take his advice, you must distrust 
the Bible; which informs us, in the 
beginning of Genesis, that every 
imagination of the thoughts ef man’s 
heart is only evil continually: and 
such is the doctrine of St. Paul, 
who has taught us, that the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, neither can he know 
them, because theu are spiritually 
discerned. So that he, who uses 
ouly his natural reason, without 
some higher principle of discern- 
ment, which is the gilt of God, 
cannot understand the matters of 
the christian religion. This poor 
man forgets, that Adam, and all his 
posterity are falien into sin and in- 
firmity, and hopes you will distrust 
those, whose duty it is to put you 
in mind of it: as indeed the bible 
itseli does, from one end of it to 
the other. We read in the last 
chapter of the Revelation, that who- 
soever loveth and maketh a lie, will © 
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be excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven. What? Is it possible to 
love a lie? And are not the affec- 
tions miserably depraved, which 
are capable of such a love; especi- 
ally, if that lie is pointed against 
the veracity of God, and the truth 
of his religion; which is the sort of 
lie here intended? and what faculty 
is it that makes sucha lie? Is it 
not human reason? No, says the | 
Socinian; it is the abuse of reason. 
True: and this is the very thing he 
has forgotten; for man fell from 
reason into the abuse of reason, 
Here lies the danger;—not in the) 
use of reason, as such, but in the 
abuse of it, and in the power of 
such affections as are subject to love 
lies better than trath, and which 
therefore make a tool and a drudge 
of reason, to serve their own bad 
ends. This ts the eanger of which 
we warn you; and this is our man- 
ner of decrying human reason. We 
do not mean to decry a man’s legs, 
when we warn him against leaping 
down a precipice, to break his neck. 
is it not our duty to warn him? 
Especially, if he is so blind, as not 
to see the danger, and the same time 
so conceited, as to think he sees bet- 
ter than we do? Besides it is pro- 
per to advertise you, that, in most 
of our modern discourses about 
reason, there isan ambiguity, which 
it is of the utmost consequence to 
remove. Reason has two meanings: 
it signifies the intuitive faculty, 
or power of reason, in the human! 
mind; and it also signifies truth o 
argument, independent of the mind. 
‘Thesetwo differ from each other, as a 
man’s feet differ from the road that 
he travels upon; the road may be a 
good road. lying straight before 
him; and this is what we call right 
reason; but if he is lame, he cannot 
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get forward; if the road is rough, | 
and he is tender footed, he will dis- | 





Tift 


like it; and if he is whimsical or 
obstinate, he will go another way, 
to shew people that he understands 
the road better than you do. 

How very wrong is it to aflirm, 
as this author does, fhat there is no 
possibility of replying to the Papists 
in their doctrine of Tranrsubstanti- 
ation, but by appealing to reason. 
What? Shall we be so rash as to al- 
low the Papists the authority of the 
scripture, out of a compliment to 
our own reason? And shail we be 
so ignorant as to do this, in 2 mat- 
ter, where the scripture expressly 
confutes them? Christ informed 


ithe Jews, that they must eat his flesh 


and drink his blood. ‘They were 
shocked at this, as a thing unnatu- 
ral; and our Saviour proved it to be 
impossible, by observing to them, 
that they should sce him ascend into 
heaven, where his person should be 
out of their reach. ‘I‘herefore, to 
reconcile all this, and shew the 
meaning, he added, «The flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing; the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life.” So that the Papists 
are inexcusable for foilowing the 
example of the blinded Jews, and 
taking his expressions, in a_ bodily 
sense. ‘Thus then we may reply to tie 
Papists, out of that scripture which 
they allow; and it is better than to 
appeal to reason, for if by reason we 
mean humanreason, as this man does, 
then our reason is no rule to theirs; 
but if by reason, we mean right 
reason, ov truth of argument, then 


f\that truth, in spiritual subjects, is 


to be laid down from the scripture: 
and, in my opinion, this author has 
acted neither wisely, nor like a Pro- 
lestant. in giving it upto the Papists. 

It was foretold of the Jews, that 
hey should be smitten with blind- 
ness, and should grope at noon day, 
as the blind gropeth in darkness, 
They are now in this state, the 
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slaves of passion, prejudice, interest, 
and disaffection: and what are we to 
do with them? We must send our 
author to them, and he will bid them 
use their reason. But, if we send a 
christian to them, who has read the 
bible, he will bid them pray to God 
for that faith, which is his gift, and 
resign themselves to be directed by 
him, as St. Paul, their pattern, did, 
before the scales of Jewish blind- 
ness fell from his eyes. When Paul 
was under the prejudices of a Jew, 
God did not bid him use his reason, 
but struck him to the earth, by the 
force of a light from heaven, which 
brought him to a_ sense of his own 
blindness; and that. brought him to 
his prayers; and then another mi- 
racle opened his eyes; which all the 
reasoning in the world would never 
have effected, without the interpo- 
sition of Divine Grace, and yet this 
Paul never was so far from the gos- 
pel, as the Socinian is: These things 
are sufficient to shew, that reason. 
in the state it now is, cannot lead 
us to Ged; and that, by itself, it is 
no sufficient guide, in matters of 
religion. You will ask, how:then 
am I to judge of the sense of scrip- 
ture? Am [I not to depend upon my 
reason? The Apostle says, not; for 
that the scriptures are able to make 
us wise unto salvation through faith 
that is in Christ Jesus. Of this faith. 
our author says not a single word: 
he does not seem to know of such a 
principle; though the just live by it, 
and the scriptures are full of it. 
How does it happen that the Jew 
knows nothing of the scripture, but 
because lie is destitute of this prin- 
ciple. 
[= 


SELECTED. 
Visitation of the Sick. 
Rut now more solemn scenes attract the eye-- 
Think on the close of life, and learn to die. 
Shake off the world, 
attend, 
The chamber of a sick and dying friend. 


with downcast mind 








Behold him there—his hopes of life are vain, 

His doubts and terrors still augment Kia 
pain. 

Alas! those looks, how tull of wild dismay! 

Those hands upiiited with intent to pray! 

But who will ata ais prayers? who calm his 
woe? 

Who cry those tears which agonizing flow? 

See the good priest, with pitying looks en. 
gaze, 

To sooth his terrors, and his pangs assuage, 

With oe words, with pious fervent 

ray Crs, 

His wretched soul he frees from all its cares; 

Points to the seats of everlasting rest, 

‘hose bright abodes, where all the good are 
blest; 

Bids him forget the world, he leaves be- 
hind, 

And with religious hope, supports his mind, 

‘-jJave mercy Lord,’ he prays, ¢*vouchsafe 
to hear, 

«And letthy light this fainting mortal cheer, 

«sAssist his soul to wing its happy flight, 

<‘l’o realms of peace, and joy, and cloudless 
hight.’”” 


We intended to have commenced 
in an early number the re-publica- 
tion of the Constitutions and Ca- 
nons of the P. FE. Church of the 
United States, and of Maryland; 
but as a meeting both of the Gene- 
ral and State Conventions will 
shortly take place, we have deemed 
it more adviseable to postpone it 
until after that period, in order that 
if any alterations should be made, 
we might present them to our rea- 
ders in as perfect a form as practi- 
cable. 


The Convention of the P. E. Church 
of Maryland, 
Will mect in Baltimore on the 
Sist of May, being. the first Wed- 
nesday after Trinity Sunday. 





SS 


Errata in last Number. 

In the twenty-third line from the bottom 
of first column page 82, for levity read denity. 
— twentieth line from bottom of second 
column page 90, for lover, read /aver. 
—— seventh line from bettom of first co- 
lumn page 93, the sentence should read— 
ssWhen dinner was announced, and we all 
walked in, the gentleman of the house,”’ &c. 
—— fifth line from the bottom of first 
column, page 91, insert «‘which” before 
‘should.’? 
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